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PUTZMEISTER  I  CELEBRATING 20 YEARS 

2     SOLUTIONS DELIVERED

Realizing the growth potential for concrete pumps in North 

America, Putzmeister founder Karl Schlecht established a North 

American headquarters and manufacturing facility in Sturtevant, 

Wisconsin. The site was selected for its centralized location and 

the area’s exceptional work ethic, and a modern 55,000 sq. ft. 

facility was built in 1994. In the following years, Putzmeister 

America would expand its facilities seven times and acquire an 

additional 10 acres, totaling 200,000 sq. ft. of manufacturing and 

offi ce space, located on 37 acres.

Putzmeister America 1994

PUTZMEISTER AMERICA’S FACILITIES
SEVEN PLANT EXPANSIONS SINCE 1994

• Bill Clinton was President.

• Dow-Jones ends year at 3,834.

• Diesel was $1.08 a Gallon.

• #1 Selling Car, Ford Taurus

• Best Movie, Forrest Gump

• OJ Simpson Bronco Chase

• Players Strike, No World Series

• New Putzmeister America 

   Facility Opens in Wisconsin

BACK IN 1994...

FUN FACT:  In 1994 when PMA was 

built, digital cameras for the consumer market 

had not yet been introduced, and the Polaroid 

was still the best way to get instant photos. 

ORIGINAL BUILDING IN 1994

  1,200%
INCREASE IN 

SALES VOLUME

SEVEN
PLANT

EXPANSIONS

1994
LANDMARK YEAR,

NEW PMA FACILITY
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Dave Adams
Putzmeister America 

President & CEO

1994 was a landmark year for Putzmeister 
with the opening of the new North 
American headquarters and manufacturing 
facility in Sturtevant, Wisconsin. Twenty 
years later, Putzmeister America has 
achieved impressive growth and a leading 
market role far beyond expectations.

I am fortunate to have been a part of 
Putzmeister for the past 18 years, starting 
as the Director of Engineering in 1996; 
and it has been a pleasure serving as the 
company’s President & CEO since 2000.

Putzmeister America has undergone both 
rapid growth as well as diffi cult market 
conditions, both of which have their own 
set of challenges. Yet, the dedication of 
the people at Putzmeister to make 
sacrifi ces during tough times, as well as 
work extremely hard during good, has 
helped advance PMA to the next level.

However, in achieving the next level, our 
commitment to producing innovative 
products to the highest quality standards has 
never wavered, and our goal to dedicated 
after-market support has remained strong. 

As our company celebrates its 20th 
anniversary, we thank our hardworking 
employees, loyal distributors and 
customers, as well as our parent 
company for their continued support.

Although we cannot predict what the next 
20 years will bring, we are ready for the 
challenges ahead.
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PRESIDENT’S

11111

In 1994, Putzmeister America was 

responsible for sales and support of truck-

mounted concrete boom pumps, Thom-

Katt® trailer pumps, mortar machines and 

industrial pumps within North America, with 

added responsibility for Thom-Katts and mortar 

machines in Mexico. Over the past 20 years, 

the PMA product line has signifi cantly grown 

and so has its area of coverage. Today, PMA 

sales and support has expanded beyond North 

America to also include South and Central 

America, as well as New Zealand—more than 

double its original geographic size.

Our vision was for 

Putzmeister America 

to be a market leader, 

and continue our mission 

‘to serve, improve and 

create value’ for our 

customers. It is very 

gratifying to see the 

success the 

organization 

has achieved 

to-date.”

Karl Schlecht,

Putzmeister 

founder

ONE
  COMMITMENT

TO QUALITY

10
PRODUCT 

LINES
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In 1994, Putzmeister America was 

responsible for sales and support of truck-

mounted concrete boom pumps, Thom-
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SEVEN PRODUCT LINES INTRODUCED 
MORE THAN 125 MODELS IN PUTZMEISTER AMERICA PRODUCT LINE TODAY

PRODUCTS  I  TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION IN PROGRESS

4     SOLUTIONS DELIVERED

•50,000 sq. ft. addition for 

added manufacturing, offi ce, 

service training and parts 

distribution center.

TELEBELTS®

Putzmeister acquires the Rotec 

Super Swinger product line of 

truck-mounted telescopic conveyors 

in 1997, and the product is renamed 

Telebelt®. The versatility of the 

conveyor to place both concrete and 

materials expands customer base.

BSA TRAILER PUMPS
For use with the placing systems, 

high pressure trailer pumps 

are aggressively launched by 

Putzmeister America, with the 

product’s technological features 

broadening the market.

TRUCK-MOUNTED LINE PUMPS
In 1996, the City Pump, a versatile truck-

mounted line pump, debuted in the North 

American market. Its success revitalized 

the re-engineering of the VS Series, which 

initially began as a Thom-Katt trailer pump 

mounted on a truck.

•Putzmeister America opens 

55,000 sq. ft. headquarters and 

production facility in Sturtevant, 

Wisconsin.

•New 10,000 sq. ft. paint 

booth becomes operational.

•Putzmeister sets another 

world record: 1,745 ft. (532m) 

high rise concrete conveying 

at the power station Riva del 

Garda, Italy.

TRUCK-MOUNTED CONCRETE BOOM PUMPS, 

THOM-KATTS® AND MORTAR MACHINES, 

INDUSTRIAL PUMPS
The foundation of Putzmeister America was built on 

truck-mounted concrete boom pumps, along with 

Thom-Katt® trailer pumps, mortar machines 

and industrial pumps in its lineup 

when the new facility 

opened in 1994. 

TIMELINE   
PMA from 1994-2014

1994

1996
1
9
9
7

1
9
9
8

As represented by this PMA timeline, 

the past 20 years have been very 

productive, with signifi cant events and 

major milestones achieved. Many plant 

expansions, acquisitions, quality award 

achievements, and innovative new product 

developments over the last two decades 

are now an important part of PMA history.

PLACING SYSTEMS
Separate placing booms, towers 

and accessories are engineered to 

American standards for dominant 

entry into the high rise market.

1994 1995  1997

•Putzmeister sets a new 

world record: 6,610 ft. 

(2,015m) pumping distance 

in Le Refrain, France.

•Thom-Katt 

production 

moves from 

California to 

Wisconsin.

•Acquired Rotec Super 

Swinger product line, 

changed the name to 

Telebelt.
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  "Z" THE FUTURE
In 1996, Putzmeister was the fi rst to incorporate the 

Multi-Z boom design on its larger 52Z-Meter and apply it 

to smaller models. Its boom versatility revolutionized the 

market, with all competitors copying the concept.

  ERGONIC® TECHNOLOGY
Innovative Ergonic® system debuts in 2005. It sets a new 

standard, with its ability to monitor performance, while 

allowing the operator to set automatic parameters to control 

the boom, pump and other functions.

  THE LIGHTWEIGHT CHAMPION
When PMA introduced the lightest 36-Meter boom pump 

on the market, it made those who had not considered a 

Putzmeister before take a second look at the company, 

its innovative products—a turning point in PMA history.
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•Putzmeister America 

becomes fi rst and only 

ISO 9001 quality certifi ed 

organization in concrete 

pumping industry.
 

•Refurb Center opens.

•Telebelts ship from newly 

built 36,000 sq. ft. facility.

•New 42,000 sq. ft facility 

built for added paint, fi nal 

fi nish and quality control 

operations. 

•7,000 sq. ft. north offi ce 

expansion.

•Achievement of REVISED 

ISO 9001:2000 status for 

Putzmeister America. 

•Thom-Katt product line 

celebrates 20 years.

•Putzmeister introduces 

the world’s largest truck-

mounted boom pump, the 

63Z-Meter, in conjunction 

with announcing Ergonic 

and One-Sided Support 

(OSS) Outrigger system.

SHOTCRETE TECHNOLOGY
In 2007, Putzmeister acquired 

Allentown Equipment, which offered a 

full range of shotcrete equipment and 

mortar machines, further strengthening 

its customer base.

PIPE TECHNOLOGY
Esser Twin Pipes is acquired, and the 

Alabama operations move to Wisconsin. 

In the years to follow, PMA further advances 

the pipe product line, rebranding it as 

Putzmeister Pipe Technology®.

TRUCK-MOUNTED 

CONCRETE MIXERS
Putzmeister designs ready mix 

trucks from ground up, adding 

a major and complementary 

product line to its concrete 

equipment portfolio.

2007

2009

2012

  1998 1999 2002 2003 2005

PUTZMEISTER MILESTONES IN CONCRETE BOOM PUMP TECHNOLOGY  I  PRODUCTS

TIMELINE 
CONTINUED
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   JAPAN 
NUCLEAR 
CRISIS
As the devastating earthquake 

and tsunami that hit Japan 

evolved into a massive effort 

to contain damaged nuclear 

reactors, Putzmeister was a 

part of a global effort to help.

Putzmeister America, German-

based Putzmeister Concrete 

Pumps, and Putzmeister Japan 

worked together to send two 

70Z-Meter boom pumps—

the world’s largest, and two 

62-Meter boom pumps, to join 

a 58-Meter already pumping 

water to cool a nuclear reactor. 

The two 70Zs were sent from 

America on two huge Russian 

cargo jets. One left from Los 

Angeles, the other (from 

Ashmore Concrete Pumping’s 

fleet) left from Atlanta. Various 

PMA employees also went to 

Japan to put the units in-

service and train personnel 

how to operate them. 

PROJECTS  I  IN THE NEWS

6     SOLUTIONS DELIVERED

•Putzmeister 

achieves CPMA 

certifi cation on 

all boom pumps. 

•South Putzmeister offi ces 

increased by 4,560 sq. ft.

•New 30,000 sq. ft. connector 

building opens, joining two existing 

buildings together for more 

production, receiving and 

warehouse space. Celebration 

marks seventh plant expansion.

•Golden Jubilee: Putzmeister Group 

celebrates 50 years of excellence, 

1958 – 2008. 

•Putzmeister's new 70Z-Meter is the 

world’s largest boom pump. 

•Putzmeister Concrete Pumps break 

their own vertical pumping world 

record at the Burj Khalifa. New world 

record is 1,988 feet (606m).

•Putzmeister BSA 14000 SHP-D pump 

reaches a concrete conveying height 

world record of 1,971 ft. (601m) for the 

Burj Khalifa. 

•Acquisition of Allentown Equipment 

in Pennsylvania adds a full range 

of shotcrete equipment as well as 

mortar machines.

•Esser Twin Pipe is acquired, its 

Alabama operations move to PMA’s 

facilities in Wisconsin, and its name 

changed to Esser Pipe 

Technology.

•Putzmeister America 

certifi ed to the NEWEST 

9001:2008 quality 

standard. 

•Putzmeister America establishes 

Putzmeister Brazil, Ltda for the sales 

and service of pumps and Telebelts.

•Putzmeister America’s Special 

Application Business forms partnership 

with Allentown Shotcrete Technology, 

Esser Pipe Technology and Maxon 

Industries. 

   HOOVER DAM BYPASS
Billed as the most technically challenging bridge built in North America, the 

bridge connecting Arizona and Nevada over the Black Canyon, south of the Hoover 

Dam, required ingenuity and the right concrete placing system to maximize 

concrete placement. On the historical project was the MX 32/36Z and MX 36/38Z 

placing booms working in conjunction with BSA 2107 HP-E and BSA 2109 H-E 

trailer pumps. In addition, to reach the center of the bridge, the long reach of a 

52Z-Meter semi-trailer-mounted boom pump was used as a placing boom, with a 

BSA 14000 trailer pump supplying concrete to it. Putzmeister and Quinn Concrete 

Pumping overcame the challenges of flying the booms to the deck, pumping in 

tight quarters, balancing deck pours on the bridge, and pumping long distances 

up to 950 foot (290m) through pipeline. 

2006 2007 2008  2009

Visit PutzmeisterAmerica.com to 

discover more high profi le projects.

PUTZMEISTER AT WORK ON HIGH 
PROFILE PROJECTS 
SOLUTIONS DELIVERED
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2010 2011 2012   2014

 •Putzmeister Brazil moves to larger 

facility to accommodate increased 

production needs for the sales and 

service of the complete range of 

Putzmeister, Allentown Shotcrete 

Technology and Esser Pipe Technology 

equipment in Brazil.

•Allentown Shotcrete Technology 

celebrates 100th anniversary, moves 

its operations to Putzmeister America 

in Wisconsin, to take advantage of the 

larger facilities and support available.

    PANAMA CANAL
Putzmeister America concrete pumping and material placing equipment is 

helping the crew at the massive Panama Canal Third Set of Locks project to 

place 4.9 million cubic yards (4.5 million m3) of concrete, in addition to gravel. 

Equipment working on the project includes 12 Telebelt TB 130 conveyors, 

a TB 200, four truck-mounted boom pumps (58- and 52Z-Meters), three Thom-

Katt TK 40 trailer pumps and six Putzmeister Jumbotrough HDs. The Third Set 

of Locks will create a new third lane of traffic for the Canal, doubling its 

capacity and allowing more traffic and longer, wider ships to pass through. 

   70Z, WORLD’S LARGEST 
Showcasing the benefits of the world’s longest reaching boom pump, the 

Putzmeister 70Z-Meter from Associated Concrete Pumping’s fleet was 

instrumental on the seismic retrofit of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 

Teaming up with a 46- and 63Z-Meter, the 70Z offered more than 227 foot 

(69m) vertical and nearly 213 foot (65m) horizontal reach to help pump 2,600 

cubic yards of concrete (1,988m3) for soffits and stems in 10 hours. The 70Z’s 

long reach allowed concrete to be pumped precisely where needed, while it 

could remain setup in the same location for the duration of the pour.

FUN FACT: In 1994, the largest boom pump in North America was the Putzmeister 

52Z-Meter. Today’s impressive 70Z-Meter has a 60 foot (18m) longer boom than the 52Z.

•Putzmeister America proudly 

celebrates 20 years in business at 

its Wisconsin location.

•Putzmeister achieves world record 

for largest continuous concrete pour 

of 21,200 cubic yards of concrete.

  IN THE NEWS  I  PROJECTS
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•Putzmeister Holding GmbH merges 

with SANY Heavy Industry Co., Ltd. 

Putzmeister America operations and 

responsibilities remain the same, with 

added role to support SANY concrete 

pump products.

•Allentown is rebranded to 

Putzmeister Shotcrete Technology.

 •Putzmeister America adds ready mix 

trucks to equipment lineup.

    GUINNESS WORLD RECORD
In February 2014, the foundation for the tallest building to be built west of the 

Mississippi, the Wilshire Grand, broke the Guinness World Record for the largest 

continuous concrete pour. Working on the Los Angeles site, The Conco Companies 

pumped 21,200 cubic yards of concrete for 18.5 hours, beating the existing record 

of 21,000 yards set by The Venetian in 1999. Putzmeister equipment was at the 

heart of both of these record-setting projects, providing high volume and smooth 

outputs. The 73-story complex will cost over $1 billion and open in late 2016.

    

 •Putzmeister America establishes 

Putzmeister Mexico in Monterrey 

for equipment sales and service in 

this region.
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I’ve been with Putzmeister 

America the longest, 27 years. 

Many may not remember that in 1982 

Putzmeister entered the North American 

market by acquiring Thomsen Equipment 

in Gardena, California. When they built 

the new Wisconsin facility, everyone 

was nervous about moving; but I 

remained at the California location 

with the primary focus of supporting 

west coast customers with parts, and 

service. Plus, Trino Siordia (a 20-year 

PMA employee) is also located here as 

a Customer Support Rep.”

PUTZMEISTER  I  STAY CONNECTED  

WAY BACK WHEN...
LONG-TIME EMPLOYEES REFLECT ON PAST PUTZMEISTER DAYS

1733 90th Street • Sturtevant, WI 53177 USA • (262) 886-3200 • (800) 884-7210 • Fax (262) 884-6338

PM 4386-3 US

IN DEDICATION
The fi rst president at Putzmeister America, in its Sturtevant, Wisconsin facility, was Terry L. Smith, who retired in 2000 and passed away in 2008. His hard work 

and entrepreneurial spirit formed the foundation for the company’s future success. We remember his signifi cant contributions to Putzmeister America and fondly 

dedicate this 20th anniversary edition to his memory.

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
PUTZMEISTER ESTABLISHES CHARITABLE TRADITIONS

Every year on January 1, Putzmeister personnel take 

the Polar Plunge into Lake Michigan. Not only is it 

a refreshing way to start the new year, but it also 

raises money for HALO and the local Food Bank.

The annual Putzmeister Golf Outing has raised 

$83,000 to-date for the United Way of Racine 

County. Kevin Gonzalez organizes the event, with 

this year's outing planned for August 22.

The 4th of July parade in Racine County is just not 

complete without the annual display of a patriotic 

Putzmeister boom pump proudly decked out in red, 

white and blue on the parade route.

When I joined in 1994, there 

were about 25 employees and a 

lot of empty desks in the new building. 

With so few people, we all wore several 

hats, while learning what a concrete 

pump even was. Back then, fully 

assembled units were shipped to PMA 

from Germany. We mounted and tested 

each unit, then outsourced the painting 

before shipping to customers. There 

was no e-mail, so I processed sales 

orders and coordinated all shipments 

by phone or fax, and I remember the 

phone rang off the hook.” 

44 45 46
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WAYNE ALLEN 
SOUTHWEST REGIONAL 
SALES MANAGER  II  21 YEARS 

I’ve been with PMA for 21 years, 

joining when the company was 

based in California. On my fi rst day, 

I was given a binder with German-

produced literature, a laptop with 

Word and Excel, and a brick-sized cell 

phone. At the time, that was high tech. 

There was no internet for prospecting 

new business, no website to look up 

machine specs from a remote location, 

and no e-mail or text messaging to 

get a quick response to customer 

questions. Technology has really 

changed how we do business today.”

CRAIG OLSON 
MANAGER, SALES 
ADMINISTRATION  II  20 YEARS

MIKE GRAEF 

SENIOR PARTS 
PLANNER  II  24 YEARS

DAN DeFRANGE 
SOUTHWEST SUPPORT CENTER, 
BRANCH MANAGER  II  27 YEARS

I started my Putzmeister career 

in Gardena in 1990 and then 

relocated to Wisconsin to set up the 

parts business in 1995. Although the 

need for parts remains the same, the 

parts sales volume has significantly 

increased since 1994 and is now 20 

times greater than its original size 

– mainly due to a larger machine 

population. In my new purchasing role, 

I am still involved with parts; but I work 

with many suppliers around the world, 

as doing business globally is on a much 

larger scale today.”

PutzmeisterAmerica.com


